
Common Chord Progressions in Popular Music 

12 Bar (Blues) 
1,  1,  1,  1 
4,  4,  1,  1 
5,  4,  1,  5  (1 last time) 

‘Icecream’ ‘doowop’ or ‘50s’ progression 
1,  6,  4,  5 

Popular more recently... 
6, 4, 1, 5    OR   1, 5, 6, 4 
(same progression, different start point) 

In key of C: 
C,  C,  C,  C 
F,  F,  C,  C 
G,  F,  C,  G  (C last time) 

In key of C: 
C,  Am,  F,  G 

In key of C: 
Am,  F,  C,  G 

In key of G: 
G,  G,  G,  G 
C,  C,  G,  G 
D,  C,  G,  D  (G last time) 

In key of G: 
G, Em, C, D 

In key of G: 
Em,  C,  G,  D 

Blue Suede Shoes 
Hound Dog 
Johnny B. Goode 
The Wanderer 
Green Door 
Rock Around The Clock 
Let’s Stick Together 
Tutti Fruiti 
Turn Up The Radio 
Spirit In The Sky 
Get Down and Get With It 
In The Summertime 
Be-Bop-a-lula 
Kiss The Girl 
Give Me One Reason 
Bird Dog 
I Feel Good 
Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For 
Papa’s Got A Brand New Bag 
Kiss  
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy 
Surfin’ Safari 
Greased Lightnin’ 
Batman Theme (original) 
Superstition 
Don’t Bring Me Down 
Should I Stay or Should I Go 

Stand By Me 
All I Have To Do Is Dream 
Heart And Soul / Play That Song 
Baby Baby Baby 
Put Your Head On My Shoulder 
Crocodile Rock (verse) 
The Tide Is High 
Love Is All Around Me 
Let’s Twist Again (A section) 
Shout Shout 
YMCA (most of it) 
Oh Carol 
Hey Paula (alot of it) 
Blue Moon (main section) 
Goodnight Sweetheart 
Always Look On The Bright Side of Life 
Perfect (except the chorus) 
Captain Radio 
Chain Gang 
Dear Future Husband 
Donna 
Dance With Me Tonight 
Every Breath You Take 
I Will Always Love You 
Monster Mash 
Runaround Sue 
Twistin’ The Night Away 

Auld Lang Syne 
21 Guns 
Africa 
Beast of Burden 
Bad Blood 
Brighter Than The Sun 
Cheap Thrills 
Complicated 
Despacito 
(Land) Down Under 
Forever Young 
Hey, Soul Sister 
Hurt 
I’m Yours 
Little Talks 
No Woman, No Cry 
Party In the USA 
Right Here Waiting 
Scar 
Someone Like You 
Edge of Glory 
Stronger (What Doesn’t Kill You) 
Try 
Viva La Vida 
When I Come Around 
With Or Without You 
Zombie 

 


